The Winter Battle in Masuria
who were giving way along the whole front, was approaching Lyck.
Both leaders and troops spared no effort to accelerate the advance, but progress was too slow for the strategic ccmbination as a whole. Lyck, which was splendidly defended by the 3rd Siberian Corps, only fell on the morning of the I4th. This corps escaped annihilation and withdrew via Augustowo behind the marshes of the upper Bobr.
After the fall of Lyck progress was rapid. By the night of the i6th-i7th General Litzmann was in Augustowo after further heavy fighting. I now endeavoured to push forward the right wing of the 8th Army from Raigrod due east via Taino (south of Augustowo) to Schtabin, Krasnybor and the Bobr, so as to come in on the flank of the 3rd Siberian Corps once more. But the 8th Army did not consider this to be practicable, owing to the condition of the roads.
Very early in the operations, whilst our columns were still marching on Augustowo, the 3rd Res. Div., the 5th Infantry Brigade and the nth Landw. Div. had gradually been withdrawn from this battle front and pushed forward for the protection of the armies against attacks from the Osowiec-Lomza line. Osowiec was to be invested and stormed. It was now certain that strong forces were gathering in the neighbourhood of Lomza, and the portion of the 20th A,C. stationed there was no longer sufficient.
In the meantime the enveloping movement of the loth Army had been completed. By the night of the loth-nth, after extraordinary forced marches and incredible efforts, the centre of this army, moving on the Tilsit-Kalwaria line, had reached the Insterburg-Kovno road near Wirballen, and when Lyck fell on the I4th the infantry columns were already due north of the great Augustowo Forest near Suwalki-Seiny.
The retreating Russian Army was attacked vigorously in the flank and forced southwards. They were apparently taken by surprise again, just as at the beginning of our offensive from Upper Silesia and Hohensalza. In this connection our intelligence service did good work by spreading false rumours and preventing the enemy from obtaining information. The Russians
125